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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendments/Arguments 

1 . Applicant's amendments/arguments, see attorney's remarl^s, filed 5/26/2009 with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-32 under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention and under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Krivoshein et al. (US Pat. #6,446,202) have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made with respect to amended claim 1-32 
in view of Glanzer et al. (US Pat. 6,424,872). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

1. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Glanzer 
et al. (US Pat. 6,424,872). 

Regarding claim 1 , Glanzer et al. disclose a system that provides and installs at 
least one of device-specific functionalities and information for field devices, the field 
devices being arranged in a distributed system, wherein the distributed system has at 
least one device-specific component communicates with at least two functional units, 
the at least in one device- specific component having means automatically providing 
and installing at least one of device-specific functionalities and information for the field 
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devices tliat are stored in tine functional units (see figs. 1-9, col. 5, line 47- col. 6, line 
67). 

Regarding claim 2, Glanzer et al. disclose the system wherein the arrangement 
is stored in a memory medium (see col. 6, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of the device- 
specific functionalities and information that is stored in the functional units is provided 
and installed in a higher-level control system or controller relating to the distributed 
system for the field devices (see col. 5, line 47- col. 6, line 67). 

Regarding claim 4, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of the device- 
specific functionalities and information which is stored in the functional units is installed 
by means of an automatically running installation process (see col. 5, line 47- col. 6, line 
67). 

Regarding claim 5, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein configuration tools are 
provided to Install the communication between at least one of the field devices and with 
the higher-level control system or controller (see col. 12, lines 8-12). 

Regarding claim 6, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein network components are 
provided for Installation of the network links for specific communication architecture (see 
col. 23, line 58-col.26, line 30). 

Regarding claim 7, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein the functional units are at 
least one of device documentation, device core data, device parameters, device drivers, 
control functions, setting-up functions, diagnosis functions, maintenance functions. 
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optimization functions, alarm processing functions, and life functions (see col. 11, line 
61 -col. 12, line 67). 

Regarding claim 8, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of device-specific 
components, the configuration tools, and the network components can be installed in an 
installation process (see col. 5, line 47- col. 6, line 67). 

Regarding claim 9, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of device-specific 
components, the configuration tools, and the network components can be installed 
selectively (see col. 24, line 65-col. 25, line 8). 

Regarding claim 10, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of drives, motor 
protection units, switchgear assemblies, sensors, in particular sensors for pressure, 
temperature and flow rate measurements, low voltage devices, actuators and analysis 
devices are used as field devices (see col. 2, lines 25-35). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Glanzer et al. disclose wherein at least one of device- 
specific functionalities and information is recorded as at least one of data structures and 
program components in the device-specific components (see col. 10, lines 52-67). 

Regarding claim 12, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein device-specific components 
are tested for at least one of correctness and completeness of at least one of the 
device- specific functionalities and information (col. 15, line 4). 

Regarding claim 13, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein device-specific components 
can be extended in a modular form (see col. 10, lines 20-24). 

Regarding claim 14, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein the distributed system is a 
distributed automation system (see cols. 1-2). 
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Regarding claim 15, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein the higher-level system is a 
process control system or a programmable logic controller (see col. 12, lines 8-10). 

Regarding claim 16, Glanzer et al. disclose wherein the field devices 
communicate with the higher-level control system or controller via a fieldbus protocol 
which is in the form of at least one of PROFIBUS, PROFINet, FOUNDATION fieldbus, 
and HART (see cols. 1-2). 

Regarding claims 17-32, these method claims are rejected for the same reasons 
applied above rejected apparatus claims 1-16. 

Conclusion 

1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tlie 
examiner slnould be directed to examiner Douglas Lee, whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3745. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM- 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady, can be reached on (571) 272-3819 or via e-mail addressed 
to [albert.decady@uspto.gov]. The fax number for this Group is (571 ) 273-8300. 
Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 
35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and 
should be addressed to [doug.lee@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility 
that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a 
properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 1 22. 
This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 
All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1 997 at 1 1 95 OG 89. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 

Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (in USA or CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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